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The Central Asian region receives interest mostly when it is related to global powers. It is 

US Policies in Central Asia: Democracy, Energy and the 
War on Terror

Central Asia – the region got special attention with the start of  the Afghanistan war as 

liberalisation’ for Kyrgyzstan due to the latter’s vibrant political dynamics and active civil society 

redistribution of  economic,’ and the role of  patronage networks as a mobilizing force for the 
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Terror despite the latter’s negative human rights record. Uzbekistan, due to its geolocation 
at the heart of  Central Asia sharing a border with all other countries in the region and with 

hope, that a counterterrorism partnership would bring some democratization to the country, 

Part three discusses American interests in Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan centered around 
energy, security, and democracy. The most isolated Central Asian country, Turkmenistan 

political reforms, preferring to secure their respective regimes. To end the book, part four 

that had him have a similar approach to the region.  
US Policies in Central Asia: Democracy, Energy and the War on Terror is a very detailed book. 
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for a discussion on the region’s relationship with them and the factors that formed those 

Asian studies. 

Niginakhon Uralova,
University of  Glasgow, UK

Russia’s Muslim Heartlands . 
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Petersburg modeled after Western universities. He has been able to catch the nuances of  the 

and Russian readers. 

Book as a Source about Russian Muslims

Muscovites as well as numerous newcomers, mostly from the Caucasus and Central Asia. 

of  the past had led to confusion among many Muscovite Muslims, both native to the city and 
newcomers. The second big chapter deals with Central Asia, mostly with Uzbekistan. Rubin 
visited the country several years ago and, at that time, Uzbekistan was ruled by the harsh 

where Timur, the brutal medieval ruler who created an enormous empire with its center 

Uzbekistan and Islam were at loggerheads and the local population tried to downplay their 
interest in Islam. 

Another chapter deals with Tatarstan. Here, the author deals with local Tatar interlocutors 
who make it clear that Islam was not actually essential for Tatar identity and that Volga 

the national or ethnic identity that was much more important than the Islamic identity. Other 
chapters deal with Chechnya and, in the view of  the reviewer, is one of  the more interesting 
parts of  the book, for it provides insight and facts which might not be known to either 
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